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Dr. Patrick Moore Selected as 2020 Keynote Speaker  
Thursday, February 20, 2020, ● 9:30a.m. ● Wheeler Pavilion 

 

2020 Oregon Logging Conference (OLC) President Greg Stratton has 
announced that Dr. Patrick Moore will be the keynote speaker at the 

82
nd

 Annual gathering in Eugene in February.  
  
“I have always wanted to understand the ‘other side’ and Patrick has 
been on the other side,” Stratton said. “He is knowledgeable in the 
facts and real science of our environment,” Stratton continued, “unlike 
much of the current ‘best available’ information which is more often 
than not, politically or agenda driven.” 

  
According to his biography, Dr. Patrick Moore is an informed and provocative speaker who 
inspires new ways of thinking about environmental challenges. His views are refreshing, 
informative, and relevant. He is focused on the promotion of sustainability and consensus 
building among competing concerns. He calls for issues to be discussed on the basis of 
accurate scientific data, and the creation of sustainable solutions. 
  
Dr. Patrick Moore is a founding member, former president, and international director for 
Greenpeace.  
  
OLC President Stratton said, “While Mr. Moore may not always tell you what you want to hear, I 
have found him to be honest and truthful. I believe politics are based on opinions and agendas,” 
Stratton continued, “but science should be proven and validated with facts.” 
  
Stratton believes that management of the environment should be based on what’s best for the 

 

 

 

 



landscape and long-term viability, not short-sighted agendas that destroy entire communities. “I 
believe Patrick Moore shares this same belief.” Stratton said.  
  
Keynote speakers Dr. Patrick Moore will talk during the OLC opening session breakfast on 
Thursday, February 20, 2020 at approximately 9:30 a.m. in the Wheeler Pavilion at the Lane 
Events Center and Fairgrounds in Eugene, OR. 
 

For more information visit www.oregonloggingconference.com or contact the OLC at 541-686-
919.  
 

View video by Dr. Moore Trees Are the Answer  
 
 

 

Your Voice and Vote Counts Seminar 
Thursday, February 20, 2020 ● 2pm – 4pm ● Wheeler Pavilion 

 
 

Todd Stoffell, Timber Unity 
 

Todd Stoffel is one of the founding members of #TimberUnity, a 
grassroots organization working to protect the economy and jobs in 
Rural Oregon and Southwest Washington, particularly those working or 
running a company in natural resource sectors.  He serves as Vice 
President of the Timber Unity Association board.  #TimberUnity has a 
following of over 50,000 people. 
  
Since 2013, Todd and his wife Tammy have owned and operated GT 
STOFFEL TRUCKING, LLC.  Their company offers log transportation service to forest products 
companies in both Oregon and Washington. They’ve recently expanded the company’s offerings to 
include belly-dump and dump trucking services.  Legislative policy issues like Cap and Trade, which 
will directly impact trucking firms like Todd’s company, are what got him active in grassroots political 
organizing. 
  
An Oregon native, Todd currently lives in Washougal, Washington.  A father of four, Todd and his 
wife have been married to for 27 years; they have one child who still lives at home. 
  
When he’s not busy running his company or working to grow Timber Unity Association, Todd is active 
in the Boy Scouts of America where he has volunteered since 1999. 

 
Kristina McNitt, President 

Oregon Forest Industry Council 
 
Kristina McNitt was named President in 2012, she brings more than 
25 years of legislative experience to OFIC.  
 

During her career, she has advocated for water, agricultural and 
timber issues before the Oregon state legislature, and continues to 
advocate on behalf of OFIC’s members to promote stewardship and 
sustainable management on all of Oregon’s forest-lands.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.oregonloggingconference.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZN6QuAdxLI&feature=youtu.be


McNitt graduated from the University of Oregon with a B.S. in Economics and was the principal 
of a small contract lobby firm prior to coming to OFIC. 

 

Nick Smith, Healthy Forests 

Healthy Communities 
 

Nick Smith founded Healthy Forests, Healthy Communities in 2013. 
As a member of multi-generation farming family, he has a passion 
for natural resources and rural communities.  
 

Smith has a background in public policy and communications, 
having worked in the Oregon Legislature in various capacities and 
having served several members of leadership in the House of 
Representatives. Nick is an active member of the Oregon Society of American Foresters, 
previously serving as chair of the society’s Communications Committee.  
 

He holds a BA in Journalism from Chico State and an Master of Public Administration from 
Portland State. 

 

 

 

 

 

Travis Joseph  
American Forest Resources 

 

Travis Joseph was born and raised in Springfield, OR and spent eight 
years in Washington D.C working for the U.S. House of 
Representatives. He was a senior legislative aide to an Oregon 
congressman, a senior policy advisor on the House Natural 
Resources Committee, and the Director of Northwest Policy for the 
House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.  
 

Joseph returned to Oregon to pursue his passion for healthy public forest-lands and creating 
economic opportunities in rural communities. At American Forest Resources, Joseph manages 
the budget, staff, communications, government relations, and overall strategy of the 
Association.  
 

He earned his Bachelor degree in history and international studies from the University of 
Oregon and a master’s degree in environment and development from the London School of 
Economics and Political Science in environment and development. When Travis is not in the 
office or traveling for work, he spends his time pursuing international adventures or exploring 
Oregon’s public lands.  

 

 

 

 

 

Log Scaling and Optimal Bucking Seminar 
Thursday, February 20, 2020 ● 11 a.m.   
Outside Log Loader Competition Area 

 

Speakers will discuss the different methods for West side, East side, and cubic scaling. They 
will also discuss optimal bucking for getting the most scale and/or value from a tree.  

 



Jayme Dumford, Forester 

Thompson Timber Co. 
 

Dumford is the Forester for Thompson Timber Co., in Corvallis, 
Oregon and has worked in the timber industry for 20+ years.  
 

He graduated from Oregon State University (OSU) with a Bachelor's 
Degree in Forest Management and has worked as a silvicultural 
forester, forest engineer, timber sale appraiser, contract administrator 
and log buyer.  
 

He is currently responsible for managing 15,000 acres of timberlands. 

 

 

 

 

 

David Sabol, Operations Manager 

Pacific Rim Log Scaling Bureau 
 

Sabol began his career with Southern Oregon Log Scaling Bureau 
in the 1980s.He has performed check scaling and operational duties 
in six western states and Canada and is certified in Eastside, 
Westside, Cubic scale, has been licensed in Idaho since 1991, and 
has been a Bureau supervisor since 1989.  
 

Sabol accepted a position as Operations Manager for Pacific Rim Log Scaling Bureau in Lacey, 
WA. where he currently resides. He is active in The NW Log Rules Group, Scaling Practices, 
and The Timber Measurement Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

Oregon Forest Practices Seminar  
Friday, February 21 ● 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. ● Wheeler Pavilion 

 

Seven presentations are planned for the Oregon Forest Practices seminar, which will be 
moderator by Eric Gehrke, Weyerhaeuser, Coos Bay, OR.  
 

Snowmageddon 2019: Implications on Future Insect Damage and Fire Potential is the 
topic to be addressed by Christine Buhl and Link Smith.  

 

Christine Buhl  
Entomologist  

Oregon Department of Forestry 
 

Buhl has a BS from Oregon State University and a PhD from 
University of Wisconsin in entomology. Her background includes 
work with insects as food for endangered birds in Hawaii to insect 
forest pests in the country of Lebanon. As an entomologist for the 

Oregon Department of Forestry, Buhl gives technical guidance to landowners, and monitors 
forest health using ground and aerial survey research.  

 

 

 

 

 



Link Smith, District Forester  
Oregon Department of Forestry  

Western Lane District 
  
Smith began his career with the California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection in 1985 and spent seven seasons working there, three of those 
seasons working with a nine-person Helitack crew. He moved to Oregon in 
1992 and since then has worked for the Oregon Department of Forestry. 
He currently oversees a district that provides fire protection on 755,000 

acres of private, BLM, and state-owned lands within Lane County. Over the years, he has 
worked in a variety of positions in the Southwest Oregon, West Oregon, and Western Lane 
districts. Smith is also the Incident Commander on one of ODF’s three Incident Management 
Teams. 

 

 

 

 

 

Doug Thackery 

Stewardship Forester 

Oregon Department of Forestry 
 

Thackery will talk about the Industrial Fire Precaution Levels waivers in 
southwest Oregon. He will cover the process to obtain waivers to work 
and log on ODF protected lands in southwest Oregon. Thackery received a 
BS in forest management from OSU, worked as a Logging Manager for 
Swanson Group from 2003 to 2006, and as a Harvest Supervisor for Plum 
Creek Timber from 2006 to 2016. He has been a Stewardship Forester with 

ODF since 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

Kyle Williams 

Director of Forest Protection  
Oregon Forest & Industries Council 

 

Williams presentation will be a legislative update as it applies to 
forestry in Oregon. In his current position, he brings more than 17 
years of fire protection experience on both private and public 
forestland in Oregon. Williams holds a BS in geography from Western 
Oregon University. Previously he worked in private industry as a 

harvest manager and senior environmental forester. Williams also has nearly 13 years of 
experience in various positions at the Oregon Department of Forestry, including Stewardship 
Forester, Wildland Forest Protection Supervisor, and Unit Forester. He is also a small 
woodlands owner  

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Wetmore  
Stewardship Forester 

Southwestern Oregon District 
 

Low water crossings – Rules and BMPs Surrounding these Activities 
will be the topic addressed by Wetmore, who has served as Stewardship 
Forester in the southwestern Oregon district since 2003. He started his 
career as a seasonal forestry technician on the Routt National Forest in 
1988, worked as Assistant District Forester in the Wyoming State Forest 
Division from 1990 to 1995, and then as Operations Forester for the 
southwestern Oregon District state lands in the Grants Pass unit from 1999  

 

 

 



to 2003. Wetmore has a BS in Natural Resource Management Environmental Science and 
Forestry. He also received the Bronze Star Meritorious Service recognition in association with 
Operation Iraqi Freedom.  

 

Ron Graham,  
Fire Protection Div. Deputy Chief of Planning 

Oregon Department of Forestry 
 

Graham will give an update on the ODF/BLM Fire Protection Contract. 
Graham joined to Oregon Department of Forestry in 2015 as the Deputy 
Chief of the Fire Protection Division. He began his career in wildland fire 
fighting in 1988 working as a seasonal firefighter for the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources and worked in various positions there 

until 2004. In 2004, Graham became District Fire Management Officer with the New Mexico 
State Forestry Division in the Chama District. From 2007 until going to work with ODF, Graham 
worked for the Wyoming State Forestry Division as Assistant Fire Management Officer and then 
Assistant State Forester in Fire Management. He attended Gogebic Community College 
studying Criminal Justice-Law Enforcement, Michigan Technological University studying 
Forestry, and Washtenaw Community College studying Natural resource Law Enforcement.  

 

 

 

 

 

Jay Walters  
Forest Practices Field Coordinator 

Oregon Department of Forestry 
 

Steep Slope Tethered Logging and Oregon Forest Practice Rules – 
Guidance and BMPs Surrounding the Practices is the topic that Walters 
will present with an emphasis on resource protection. In his current position 
Walters provides technical assistance to ODF’s stewardship foresters in 
the field and works on policy topics at the state level. He previously served 
as a stewardship forester in Roseburg. Prior to joining ODF in 2013 he held 

multiple forestry, GIS, and natural resource positions in western Oregon and southwest 
Washington working for a forestry consultant, Native American tribe, and an industrial 
timberland owner. Walters has a Bachelor’s degree in forest resources from University of 
Washington.  

 

 

 

 

 

Washington Forest Practices Seminar 
Friday, February 21 ● 8am to 10am ● Southeast Meeting Room ● 

Exhibit Hall  
 

Five presentations are planned for the Washington Forest Practices Seminar which will be 
moderated by Doug Mays, Weyerhaeuser Co., Vancouver, WA. 
 

Drone Use to Protect Resources and Improve Efficiency is the topic to be addressed by 
Mark Standley Jr. and Shane Szczerba.  

 



Mark Standley, Jr  
Vice President 

Bighorn Logging Corp  
 

Standley is a fifth-generation logger and started working on a rigging crew 
right out of high school. He has worked in numerous logging related 
positions over the last 20 years. Seeing the need for the industry to thrive in 
the future, he worked with Pacific UAV Technology, LLC to develop a 
working drone for logging. For the last several years, Bighorn Logging has 
incorporated a drone into its operations in the woods. Standley also serves 

as Vice President of the Dan Hilger Memorial Foundation, which sponsors scholarships for 
students in forest related programs  

 

 

 

 

 

Shane Szczerba  
St. Helens Tree Farm - Forester  

UAV Operations  
Weyerhaeuser Company  

 

Szczerba has worked in the forest industry for 16 years in California, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Texas, and now Washington. He works 
as a forester, harvest engineer, and harvest manager with Weyerhaeuser 
and is also on its UAV North Canada/USA Operations team. He holds a 

Bachelor’s degree in Forest Management from Stephen F. Austin State University.  

 

 

 

 

 

Roy Hauser 

Region 6 Consultant  
USFS and BLM 

Writer of The Art of Felling Timber 
 

Hauser will discuss Training for Success to Safely Stay Within Your 
Ribbons – Including an Overview of the Electric Saw. Hauser has 
more than 30 years of experience in the field of hazardous timber felling. 
By designing new course materials, he works to educate for timber faller 
safety. He wrote a book titled The Art of Felling Timber to teach fellers 

what to expect before facing dangerous and complex felling scenarios. Hauser has also worked 
in the logging and forest industry for more than 20 years, managing private timberlands for 
wildland fire prevention, having worked as a contract timber feller on many wildland forest fires 
all over the Pacific Northwest.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chainsaws to Tethered Machines on Steep Slopes – the Evolution of Pacific Northwest 
Logging is the topic being addressed by Chance Yeckley and Jessica Homyack.  
 

Chance Yeckley  
Roads Manager / Contract Harvest Manager 

Weyerhaeuser Co. 
 

Chance Yeckley is Roads Manager for Weyerhaeuser Vail Timberlands 
in Rainier, Washington. He also works as Contract Harvest Manager at 
the Vail Tree Farm. 
 
Yeckley has worked for Weyerhaeuser for six years, holding positions 
including Inventory Forester, Harvest Manager, and Roads Manager.  
He is also currently a representative of the Weyerhaeuser Western  
Timberlands Engineering Functional Team and Tower Audit Team. 

  
Growing up in Pennsylvania, Yeckley graduated from Penn State University with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Forestry Management. 

 
 

  

 
 

 

Jessica Homyack 

Program Manager of Environmental Research 

Weyerhaeuser Co. 
 

Homyack is a Certified Wildlife Biologist and has worked for 
Weyerhaeuser for 10 years as a wildlife scientist. Her current position 
has responsibility for timberlands in Oregon, Washington, and 
Montana. Homyack has a PhD in Wildlife Science from Virginia Tech 
and her work contributes to science-based management and policy 

decisions for the forest industry. She recently received the Award of Professional Excellence 
from the University of Maine and is an alumnus of the National Conservation Leadership 
Institute.  

 

 

 

 

 

Effective Communication Seminar 
Friday, February 21 ● 1pm ● South Meeting Room  ● Exhibit Hall  

 

Mike Cafferata  
Forest Grove District Forester 

Oregon Department of Forestry 

 

Moderated by Bodie Dowding, Interim Private Forests Field Support Unit 
Manager, Oregon Department of Forestry, Salem, OR 
 

How to more efficiently understand and communicate with others is the 
focus of this seminar. Those attending this seminar will learn how 
Improvements in communication and understanding can help achieve 

more favorable outcomes in the workplace. The classroom portion of this seminar features a 
PowerPoint presentation and videos.  
  
Cafferata has taken a number of Oregon Department of Forestry internal training programs on 

 

 

 

 



communications and will share materials from these programs. He will also share stories from 
his career working for a public agency, and his constantly answering questions on forestry and 
forest practices.  
  
Cafferata has a Forestry degree from OSU and a master’s degree in Forest Economics from 
Virginia Tech. After graduate school he returned to Oregon and went to work for ODF.  

 

Better Ideas - New Technology In Logging Panel 
Friday  ● February 21  ● 2pm to 4pm ● Wheeler Pavilion 

 

This panel will be moderated by Fred Blaylock, Blaylock Inc, Coquille, OR. 
 

Eric Krume 

Summit Attachments & Equipment 
 

Krume’s topic will be Automation in Harvesting. Krume grew up in 
Forks, WA during a time when big timber and big towers were still the 
norm. After working in and around Forks, Krume moved to southwest 
Washington and began working for Frank Chandler of C&C Logging. 
Chandler was a driving force behind Krume’s desire to own and operate 
his own company. Krume established Summit Attachments in an effort 
to bring innovations to the harvesting side of the timber industry, which 
in his view was not capitalizing on new processes and technology.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

Sam Lovelace 

Weyerhaeuser Co. 
 

Central Tire Inflation is the topic of Lovelace’s presentation, which will 
discuss the benefits of central tire inflation to roads, trucks, and drivers 
on the St. Helen’s Tree Farm. He graduated with honors from OSU in 
2010 with a BS in Forest Engineering and a minor in Business and 
Entrepreneurship. While in school Lovelace completed two summer 
internships with Weyerhaeuser in Aberdeen and Longview. He has been 
a full-time Forest Engineer at Weyerhaeuser since 2010, and also has 
been the Longview Tree Farm road system manager since 2014.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

Shane Szczerba 

Weyerhaeuser Co. 
 

Szczerba’s presentation topic is Silviculture Drone Use. He has 
worked in the forest industry for 16 years in California, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, Louisiana, Texas, and now Washington. He works as a 
forester, harvest engineer, and harvest manager for Weyerhaeuser and 
is also on its UAV North Canada/USA Operations team. He holds a 
Bachelor’s degree in Forest Management from Stephen F. Austin State 
University.  

 

 

 

 

  

 



Pat Ybarra 

Pat Attachments & HWM Equipment Repair 

Presentation Topic "Hydraulic Grapple Carriage" 

Ybarra will give a presentation on Hydraulic Grapple Carriage. Ybarra 
will talk about his newly created non-motorized grapple carriage, 
designed to save lives by keeping people out of harm’s way and 
promote employee safety. At the age of 18 Ybarra began his three-year 
career working for Professional Reforestation of Oregon, deciding at age 
21, it was time to go into business on his own. This is when HWM 
Equipment Repair was established. In 2006 Ybarra designed a tree 
machine that was displayed at OLC the following year. The machine was 
sold and is still in use today. Then in 2008 he worked as an equipment 

operator for D&H Logging. All the while Ybarra kept dreaming and designing as part of HWM, 
including the just completed non-motorized grapple carriage prototype. He is currently working 
with Pierce Pacific Manufacturing to design and produce the carriage, with the intention of 
building two sizes of grapples, one for a yoder and one for a yarder that can adapt to run on 
various cable sizes.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The Professional DOT Driver Seminar 
Friday, February 21, 2020 ● 10 a.m. ● Southwest Meeting Room  

Exhibit Hall 

Dave Gaffney, Senior DOT Compliance Specialist Pape Group.  
 

This is an all-inclusive presentation providing participants with insight to 

Department of Transportation (DOT) enforcement and compliance 
through the experience the presenter brings as a veteran DOT 
enforcement regulator.   
 

DOT compliance can be complicated and there is only so much you can 
learn from the internet or reading the FMCSR’s. Don’t miss out to get 
the chance to get the “inside information” on highway legal and 
regulatory requirement which affect your operations.  
 

Specific topics include load and equipment securement, proper pre/post truck inspections, 
licensing requirements, common DOT violations, size and weight rules and much more. 
 

Dave Gaffney is the Senior DOT Compliance Specialist for the Papé Group of companies. 
Gaffney has been with the Papé Group since 2015 and is responsible for the oversight of 
company-wide Department of Transportation legal compliance matters pertaining to the 
company fleet of more than 2,000 vehicles, mostly trucks.   
  
Gaffney has worked in the motor carrier enforcement field for 20 years, both with the California 
Highway Patrol and state of Oregon, Motor Carrier Enforcement Division. In his 10 years with 
the state of Oregon, Dave was the Manager of enforcement operations in the Coast Valley 
District, managed the Enforcement Officer Academy and conducted transportation safety 
training to the industry (which he regulated). With the CHP, Gaffney spent five years doing field 

 

 

 

 



enforcement work in addition to developing and implementing a grass-roots outreach 
educational program for the trucking industry.  
 

Gaffney particularly appreciates being able to share information pertaining to driver safety and 
avoiding collisions, specifically involving trucks, by helping drivers make appropriate, educated 
decisions on the road. Gaffney said, “Understanding potential driving conflicts while using 
experience, training, and good judgement to make safe decisions can save lives on the 
highways. 
 

This seminar will be moderated by Quincy Powers, Powers Ranch, Gayload, Oregon. 
 

 

Weiler Forestry An Introduction To The Industry Seminar 
Friday, February 21 ●  2:30pm ● Peterson Cat Outside Exhibit Area 

 

Speakers will introduce Weiler Forestry to the forest industry with discussions 

on history and philosophy of the Weiler brand. There is a Caterpillar and Weiler Forestry 
machine walk around included during the seminar. Rick Schott, Peterson Cat will moderate the 
seminar. 

 

Bill Hood, Vice President  
Weiler Forestry 

 

Bill Hood grew up on a livestock and row crop farm near Bloomfield, 
Iowa. He then attended Iowa State University where he earned his 
degree in Aerospace Engineering in 1992. 
  
Bill began his career with Northrop Grumman in Palmdale, CA as a 
structural design engineer on the B-2 Stealth Bomber. In 1995, Bill 
returned to Iowa to work as a project engineer for Vermeer where he 
earned five patents for his designs on the round baler line.  
  
In 2006, Bill joined Weiler as vice-president of sales and marketing. Bill directs the company’s 
sales and marketing efforts while being heavily involved in new product development. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Dickenson, Industry Specialist 
Caterpillar Forestry 

 

Mike Dickenson has worked at Caterpillar in the forestry industry for 
over 18 years, primarily in Western Canada and the Northwest 
USA. Throughout his career at Caterpillar Mike has held positions in the 
machine manufacturing group, marketing division, and in-field dealer 
and customer support. Mike is a graduate of the University of New 
Brunswick Forest Engineering program, and lives in British Columbia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


